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Alabama community colleges ranked among nation’s best 

MONTGOMERY – Alabama Community College System (ACCS) Chancellor Freida Hill today 

announced that three of the system’s colleges are among the nation’s top 120 community colleges 
according to rankings released by The Aspen Institute, a D.C.-based non-profit committed to 
improving community college student outcomes. 
 
Enterprise State Community College in Enterprise, Northeast-Alabama Community College in 
Rainsville, and Wallace State Community College in Hanceville, were ranked among the nation’s 
top ten percent of the country’s 1,200 community colleges.  
 
“I am extremely proud of our colleges,” said Chancellor Hill. “This recognition highlights the 
importance of community colleges and proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that student success is 
at the forefront of everything we do. We know that student success is vital to Alabama’s economic 
turnaround and we are working hard to ensure that our students are prepared for the next phase of 
their education or career.” 

The Aspen Institute College Excellence Program ranked the community colleges based on high 
standards for learning, completion rates, and training for competitive jobs. As a first step in 
increasing graduation rates, the judges considered three criteria: 

• Performance (retention, graduation rates including transfers into four-year institutions, and 
 degrees and certificates for full-time students); 
• Improvement of completion performance over time; and 
• Equity (completion outcomes for disadvantaged students). 
 
Community colleges are now the fastest-growing sector of higher education in this country, with 
more than six million students enrolled every year. Improving community college completion rates 
is a vital national priority. Their open access and affordability have benefitted millions of 
Americans, but now the nation must get more community college students successfully through to 
high-wage career opportunities and further education. 
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“Since 40 to 60 percent of our students arrive in need of remediation, we have lots of work to do to 
ensure that they remain motivated and focused on their personal and professional goals.  Our 
challenge in the next few years will be to increase retention rates for these students, ultimately 
resulting in higher graduation rates,” Hill said. 

Hill believes that getting an education is the single most important thing people can do to improve 
their lives and the lives of their families. “Once they come through our doors, we owe our students 
our very best efforts.  The colleges are outstanding models of what student success is all about and 
have set the bar very high,” added Hill.  

The 120 colleges ranked in the top ten percent are now eligible to compete in the $1 million fund 
for the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence, a project of The Aspen Institute, in 
partnership with the Joyce Foundation, the Lumina Foundation for Education, Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation, and the JP Morgan Chase Foundation.  The Aspen Prize was announced 
last fall at the White House Community College Summit hosted by President Obama and Dr. Jill 
Biden, in recognition of the education and workforce imperatives facing our country. 
 
In September, ten finalists will be selected from among the 120 colleges and must show they 
deliver outstanding student results, use data to drive decisions, and continually improve over time. 
A prize jury will use these findings, along with site visits to each of the ten colleges, to determine a 
grand prize winner of approximately $700,000 and two-to three runners-up, to be announced in 
December.  
 
A full list of the 120 community colleges is available at www.AspenCCPrize.org. Prize winners 
will be announced in December 2011. 
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